lserting a repair apparatus through an opening in the second end portion 
of the sheath device housing; 

removingxttie repair apparatus from the opening in the second end portion 
of the sheath device housing; and 

providing a seaiir^^ans for reducing the loss of blood from the vessel 
during the insertion and removal of tfqe repair apparatus. 

116. (New) The method of Clai^ wherein the step of providing a sealing 
means further comprises the steps of: 

providing a sealing cavity formed in tfte sheath device housing proximate 
to the second end portion; and 

filling the sealing cavity with a self-sealing g^^like material adapted to 
permit the insertion and removal of the repair apparatus through the material while 
forming a seal around the repair apparatus. 

117. (New) The method of Claim 115, wherein the step of introducing the first 
end portion of the sheath device into the vessel further comprises the step^of accessing 
the vessel through an artery. 

118. (New) The method of Claim 117, wherein the artery is selected frorta the 
group consisting of: femoral artery, common iliac artery, left brachial artery, and axiijary 
artery. 
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\ 1 19. (New) The method of Claim 117, wherein the artery is selected from the 
group consisting of: left brachial artery, and axillary artery. 

120. \New) The method of Claim 115, further comprising the step of 
maintaining the sheath in proper orientation within the vessel. 

121. (New) Tnte method of Claim 120, wherein the step of maintaining the 
sheath in proper orientatioi^further comprises the step of inflating a cuff located 
proximate to the first end portion of the sheath device housing. 



122. (New) The method ofClaim 121, wherein the step of inflating the cuff 
further comprises the step of supplying fluid from an external source to the cuff through 
a passageway formed within the sheath device housing. 



1 23. (New) The method of Claim 115, wherein the step of introducing the 
sheath device further comprises the steps of: \ 

introducing a guide wire into the vessel\and 
introducing the sheath device over the guide wire. 

124. (New) A method of reducing the loss of blood from a vessel during the 
surgical repair of an aneurysm in the vessel using a sheath device having a housing 
with a first end portion, a second end portion, and a hollow interior that permits the 
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passage of a repair apparatus, and a sealing cavity formed in the sheath device housing 
proximateHp the second end portion, said method comprising the steps of: 

introducing the first end portion of the sheath device into the vessel 
proximate to the\neurysm such that the second end portion is positioned outside of the 
vessel; and 

filling the sealing cavity with a self-sealing gel-like material adapted to 
permit the insertion and removal of the repair apparatus through the material and into 
the hollow interior while forming a seal around the repair apparatus. 



\ 125. (New) The method of Claim 124, further comprising the step of inflating a 
cuff located proximate to the first end portion of the sheath device housing for 
maintaining the sheath in proper orientation. 



126. (New) A method of reducing the los^of blood during the surgical repair of 
an aneurysm in the abdominal aorta using a sheath device having a housing with a first 
end portion and a second end portion, said method comprising the steps of: 

introducing the first end portion of the sheath device to the abdominal 
aorta proximate to the aneurysm through an artery; 

inserting a repair apparatus through an openingNn the second end portion 
of the sheath device housing; 

removing the repair apparatus from the opening in \hh K second end portion 
of the sheath device housing; 
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